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observatory, Dr. Lament, is a native of Scotland, but so
loner a resident: of Germany that his own language is he-
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coining1 strange to rum.

The astronomer received us with an ease and unosten-
tatious courtesy which charmed me at the moment, and
live minutes had not passed until I found myself as per-
fectly at home in his presence as if we had been friends
for years. The great men of the Old World, I mean the
truly great, are more easily approached than any class of
men with whom I ever had the opportunity of meeting*
lly business was soon developed, and the amiable doctor
heartily congratulated me on the success of my eii'orts at
Iiome in behalf of his favorite science. We then visited
the various rooms of the observatory, and finally pro-
ceeded to a detached building, erected expressly for the
equatorial telescope.

When we entered the room in which this instrument is
located it was very dark, there being, from the  nature of
the structure, but little opportunity for windows, and  but
little need for  them.     My conductor stepped to a small
side  closet,  the door of  which  he  opened,   took   by   (ho
handle a small wheel and axle, commenced  turning1, when,
to my surprise, the entire  roof, in one solid  mass, slowly
receded, and we stood in an apartment without a cover.
There, full before me, in all the  perfection of mechanical
skill, rose from its solid rock foundation one of  the most
magnificent instruments that ever charmed the eye of an
enthusiast.   A sudden exclamation of delight, astonishment,
and admiration hurst from my Jips, much to the amusement
of my learned host.    After the first ebullition of surprise
had subsided I commenced an accurate examination of this
splendid instrument.     Having shown  me fully every part
of the mechanism, and having explained the accuracy of
its performance, the doctor said to rae, with a smile, " Come
and spend the evening with  me, and let me show you its
powers.    The  evening will  be fair, and  the  distance   is
snort to the city/'   This invitation, of course, was accepted
with great pleasure.    I solicited permission to  bring my
English friend and his wife.ctor of thead-clock
